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KEY CONCEPTS TO TAKE TO HEART 
 

 We seek power over various 
aspects of our lives to gain a 
sense of safety and control in 
order to avoid our anxieties and 
insecurities. 
 

 Jesus was tempted by the devil 
with earthly power but outright 
refused because He embraced the 
will of His Father and understood 
His mission of salvation. 
 

 The gifts, talents, and power that 
God has given us should not be 
hoarded for our benefit; rather, 
we are meant to use what we 
have been given for the Kingdom 
of God. 

 

WATCH OUT FOR YOUR E-G-0 
If we settle into a routine of having 
power and control over aspects of our 
life and forget who we should entrust 
our lives to, we let our ego get in the 
way. Keep in mind that “ego” and 
“pride” are not the same thing. Ego is 
a sense of self-importance which can 
lead to arrogance, whereas pride is a 
feeling of pleasure or satisfaction 
based on one's own achievements. 
Think of it like this, when we put our 
ego in the way, we are: 

E (edging) 

G (God) 

O (out) 
 

God desires to play a role in every 
aspect of our lives and has set a 
course for us through His will. When 
we rely entirely on ourselves rather 
than trusting in Him, we leave Him 
with no room to operate within our 
life. Let go of ego! 

POWER – THE PURSUIT OF CONTROL 
 

 
 

       Have you ever heard the expression 
“The Lion’s Share?” This expression is 
based on a fable by Greek storyteller 
Aesop. There are several variations of the 
story; however, in all versions the gist is 
that the lion asks several other animals to 
help him hunt. After they catch their prey, 
the lion offers to split the kill between 
them all. He divides it into equal parts, but 
then gives various reasons why he should 
keep each part. These include that he is 
king of the jungle and other reasons involving his power, strength or 
superiority. In the end, the other animals that helped the lion hunt receive 
nothing, or a very small part. The moral of this story is not to trust partnerships 
with those much more powerful than you are. Certainly, we can trust in God’s 
power (Proverbs 3:5-6). However, we must resist Satan’s tempts! (James 4:7) 

 

       As a child, you likely played the game ‘Simon Says.’ 
You would have to do whatever Simon told you to do, 
but if he told you to do something without first saying 
“Simon Says” and you actually did it, then you were out 
of the game. During the game, we can get so focused on 
what Simon is telling us to do that we forget to listen for 
the words “Simon Says” (which is our command to obey 
and do). Satan tries to control us in a similar way. If we 

are not staying close to God and hearing His voice, Satan will try to use such 
times to try and get us to do something that we shouldn’t do. Satan’s goal is 
for you to listen to his promptings and not those of God. If we’re not careful, 
we’ll end up in a game of “Satan Says” – and the result will always be our 
getting knocked out of a close relationship with God. Satan told God that he 
is "roaming the earth and patrolling it" (Job 1:7), and he is "prowling around 
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8). When Satan 
targets you for a game of "Satan Says," stand firm in your faith and respond 
with the words of Jesus in Matthew 4:10, "Get away, Satan! It is written: ‘The 
Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you serve.’” 
 

       Many of us seek “power” over the day-to-day aspects of our life – our 
academics, extra-curricular activities, clothing choices, the music we listen to, 
and our schedules outside of school. However, we still must be cautious about 
the power we seek over everyday aspects of life. If we rely too heavily on our 
abilities and talents to influence these choices, with no place for God, even 
these seemingly insignificant day-to-day instances can become yet another 
substitute for God. Power over these aspects of life is tempting and feels good. 
No one can deny it. It feels good to have control because we tend to feel safe 
when we are in control. However, as Jesus showed us, we need to surrender 
control to God’s will. (Luke 22:42) 


